
Wendover CE Junior School 

SEND Half-termly Newsletter: 
11 July 2025

Through living our Christian values, everyone at WCEJS 

has the opportunity to flourish. 

We nurture the curiosity to learn, the courage to lead 

and the compassion to care.

Building solid foundations (Matthew 7:24) 



What’s in this newsletter?
All the usual things…now with a yellow 
border so that you know which ones they 
are.
People

• The SENDCo and the SEND team

• The SEND Team – the Lead LSA team

• Lead LSAs and Cover teaching

• The SEND Team - the LSA team in Year 3 and 4

• The SEND Team - the LSA team in Year 5 and 6

• Bluebirds

What we do

• SEND Support Plans

• Example of SEND Support Plans

• Example of SEND Review Report

• SENDCo Parent meetings

• Levels of SEND

• Service Support (RAF)

• How we support children with SEND

• Meet the SEND team – events coming soon

• SEND Information Report and the SEND policy

• The Buckinghamshire Local Offer

New this issue - pages with a red border

• News from the SENDCo

• Ofsted visit – April 2025

• New to us in September?

• September 2025 – the LSA team in Year 3 and Year 4

• September 2025 – the LSA team in Year 5 and Year 6

• A good read…

• SEND Dates for your diary

• Therapy dogs

• Sensory resources

• Sensory garden

• Pastoral Support and Wellbeing



The SENDCo and the SEND team

The SENDCo is Mrs Jenny Bartlett. I am also one of the school’s two Assistant 

Headteachers and the Designated Safeguarding Lead. 

I am not based in a class or year group and work with children and staff across the 

whole school. I co-ordinate the provision of SEND support across the school. 

I am supported by a team of four Lead Learning Support Assistants (Lead LSAs) 

and several Learning Support Assistants (LSAs). This sounds like a lot of people, 

but not everyone works full-time.

We send this newsletter out twice a term to all parents whose children have SEND 

Support Plans or EHCPs. It is also available on the school website for all parents. 

Contact me at: admin@wendoverjunior.co.uk

mailto:admin@wendoverjunior.co.uk


The SEND Team – the Lead LSA team
The four LLSAs are:

Mrs Nikki Weeks-Pearson – Pastoral Support Lead. Mrs Weeks-Pearson supports children 1:1 with 
social, emotional and mental health issues. She runs our Young Carers Group, which meets on 
Tuesday afternoons.  She also runs the Nurture Group in Year 3. 

Miss Clare Doman – Lead LSA for Behaviour and Attendance. She is also working on extending and 
embedding our work on the zones of regulation and emotional self-regulation. 

Mrs Rebecca Ford-Makin – Lead LSA for Year 3 and 4. Mrs Ford-Makin also supports the Dynamo 
Maths intervention. 

Mrs Charlotte Brister – Lead LSA for Year 5 and 6. Mrs Brister also supports the Language Link 
intervention.



The SEND Team - the LSA team in Year 3 and 4
3W- Mrs McHardy-Jones’ class – Mrs Becky Williams, Mrs Ria Austin, Miss 
Weeks-Pearson, Mrs Hayley Burton
3J – Miss Easton’s class – Mrs Emma Salmon, Mr Cooper Edwards
3S – Mrs West & Mrs Beck’s class – Mr Cooper Edwards, Mrs Hayley 
Burton

4W – Mr Slade’s class – Mr Robert Irvine
4J – Mrs Simpson’s class - Mrs Laura Duignan
4S – Mrs Beale’s class – Mrs Laura Duignan

All Year 3 and 4 classes are also supported by Mrs Ford-Makin.



The SEND Team - the LSA team in Year 5 and 6
5W – Mrs Edwards’ class – Mrs Charlotte Brister
5J – Mrs Corns’ and Miss Ellerby’s class – Miss Ashley McLure
5S- Mrs Khan’s class – Mrs Sally Barrett

6W – Mr Kirk’s class – Mrs Jemma Elliot, Miss Jade Buckingham
6J – Mr Newnes’ class – Miss Maddie Keating
6S – Mrs Khan’s class – Mrs Sandeep Kaur, Mrs Jemma Elliot

All Year 5 and 6 classes are also supported by Mrs Charlotte Brister



News from the SENDCo
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Moving up

This is the term when we start looking forward to September, especially for Years 6 and 2, although all 
classes will move up. Although this is exciting, it can also be very unsettling, for both parents and 
children. “Move up day” was on Tuesday 1 July, when all children met new teachers and support 
teams. Please see the list of new teaching teams for details of support. 

Children with SEND will have additional transition support. This may involve extra visits to classrooms 
and teachers or meetings with new classmates. Some children will also need printed resources to take 
home over the summer so that they can adjust to their new classes, even when they are away from 
school. Do let me know if any children are especially concerned about September and we can put in 
some additional support. 

Mrs Bartlett, SENDCo
admin@wendoverjunior.co.uk



Ofsted visit – April 2025
We were visited by Ofsted in April 2025. We felt that the report recognised the challenges we face 
and the hard work that is put into providing for our children. The report states: 

“The school identifies the needs of pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) 
accurately. Most of these pupils learn the same curriculum as their peers. Skilled support staff keep 
a close eye on them in lessons, offering extra help as needed. Teachers usually also make suitable 
adaptations to their teaching to meet pupils’ needs. Where necessary, the school provides a 
tailored individual curriculum for some pupils with SEND in English and mathematics. They join 
their peers in other lessons. Pupils with SEND achieve in line with their peers.”

We are pleased with what we have achieved since the last inspection but know that improvement 
never stops. Thank you to all parents who support their children so well and work with the school to 
help children achieve amazing results. Next term, we will be asking for parents to work with us on 
making things even better. 



New to us in September? Children in Year 2 
with SEND or possible additional needs
If your child is in Year 2, you have accepted a place at our school and your child has been identified as 
having SEND or possible additional needs – WELCOME to WENDOVER!

You will receive a copy of this newsletter. You will also be offered a chance to meet with the SENDCo at 
the usual SENDCo Parent meetings, along with our existing parents.  Please see this page for details 
about that. 

Children with SEND often benefit from additional transition support. We have a well-established 
programme established with the John Hampden Infant School, where small groups and individuals 
often come through the playground for additional visits. We also liaise with other local schools so that 
children can feel as comfortable as possible with the change process. 

If you think that your child will need support above and beyond this, please contact the SENDCo at 
admin@wendoverjunior.co.uk



September 2025 - the LSA team in Year 3 and 4
3W- Mrs McHardy-Jones’ class – Mrs Becky Williams, Mrs Ashley McLure
3J – Miss Easton’s class – Mrs Emma Salmon, Mrs Ashley McLure, Mrs Becky 
Williams, Mrs Laura Duignan
3S – Mrs Corns’ and Mrs Weeks-Pearson’s class – Mr Robert Irvine, Mrs Ashley 
McLure, Mrs Laura Duignan

4W – Mr Slade’s class – Mrs Jemma Elliot, Mrs Rebecca Ford-Makin
4J – Mrs Simpson’s class – Mrs Laura Duignan, Mr Robert Irvine
4S – Mrs West’s class – Mrs Sam Bishop, Mrs Ria Austin

Support from Lead LSAs: 
Mrs Rebecca Ford-Makin supports Year 3 and 4W. 
Miss Clare Doman supports 4S.
Mrs Charlotte Brister supports 4J. 



September 2025 - the LSA team in Year 5 and 6

5W – Mrs Edwards’ class – Miss Clare Doman, Mrs Sandeep Kaur
5J –Miss Ellerby’s and Mrs Amjad’s class – Mrs Sandeep Kaur
5S- Miss Johnson’s class – Mrs Hayley Burton

6W – Mr Kirk’s class –Miss Jade Buckingham
6J – Mr Newnes’ class – Miss Maddie Keating, Miss Jade Buckingham
6S – Mrs Khan’s class – Mrs Charlotte Brister, Miss Maddie Keating 

Support from Lead LSAs: 
Miss Clare Doman supports Year 5.
Mrs Charlotte Brister supports Year 6. 



A good read
The Survival Guide for Kids with Autism Spectrum Disorders (and Their Parents) by 
Elizabeth Verdick and Elizabeth Reeve, MD, Free Spirit Publishing, 2012. 

This is an American book, so talks a lot about what to do at recess and the 
difficulties of riding the school bus, but it is full of useful information. There are 
lots of case studies, where particular issues are explored in detail. It has detailed 
advice on body language, social skills, making and keeping friends, dealing with 
siblings, how to relax etc. 

There is good advice for parents too. 

Suitable for mature children with autism or parents. 

Please let me know if you have any recommendations and I will share them here. 



SEND Dates for your diary
Meet the SEND Team Events
9:00 Thursday 17 July 2025

RAF Service Support Coffee Meetings
No more this term – see you in September!

SENDCo / Parent Meetings
No more this term – see you in September!

Secondary School Transfer Test

Children in Year 6 in September 2025:
• 9 September 2025 – Children sit the Practice Test.
• 11 September 2025 – Children sit the Secondary Transfer Test.



Therapy dogs
We are fortunate to be supported by two Therapy Dog teams and we all love seeing Ruby 
and Pippin around the school. 

Therapy dogs and their owners are specially trained to work with children. Many children 
respond very positively to dogs and can be more relaxed than with people. This means 
that they can make progress in terms of emotional regulation, confidence and self-
esteem. 

If you think your child would benefit from spending some time with Pippin, please let me 
know. There is already a waiting list. 



Sensory resources
Some children find sensory resources useful in class. We supply a range of sensory tools 
via the classroom Bluebird Boxes. This includes “fidget toys” and wobble cushions.

Fidget toys (or sensory tools) are small objects designed to provide sensory input and 
encourage movement, mainly for improved focus, stress relief and enhanced fine motor 
skills. They are especially popular for children with ADHD, autism and other conditions 
that involve sensory processing difficulties. 

Wobble cushions are used to improve balance, posture, and core strength, and can also 
help with sensory seeking and fidgeting..

Please let me or your child’s class teacher know if you think your child needs this kind of 
support and we will offer an appropriate resource



Sensory garden – sand!
Some children find playtime very busy and overwhelming. 

We are developing a quiet space, called the Sensory Garden. 
Our Garden is located next to the MUGA, but is tucked away 
behind the PE shed. There are tubs for sweet-smelling plants, 
a textured pathway and it is very shady. There is also a picnic 
bench with a secret – take the lid off and it is also a sand tray. 
Children have been greatly enjoying this resource –
apparently volcanoes are the best thing to build!

Over the summer, there will be new resources added, 
including a wicket gate that will make access easier in the 
winter months. 

Do let us know if you can think of any good ideas for the 
sensory garden. 



Pastoral Support and Wellbeing
There will be some changes to our pastoral support arrangements in September. 

• Miss Clare Doman – will support children with issues with Emotionally Based School 
Non-Attendance and those on Behaviour Support Plans. 

• Mrs Emma Salmon – will offer Wellbeing Sessions for children in difficult 
circumstances.

• Mrs Ria Austin and Mrs Emma Salmon will support Young Carers. 



Bluebirds
You may wonder why there are Bluebirds all over this newsletter. 

When we re-launched our SEND room, the children chose the name for it, via the School Council: The Bluebird 
Room. We use the Bluebird Room for group sessions (e.g. Young Carers) and for emotional regulation.

All classrooms also have a Bluebird Box, which contains lots of equipment that children with SEND may find 
useful. For example, sensory tools, overlays, reading slopes, wobble cushions…

The Bluebird Boxes are useful resources for teachers to use when supporting children. 



Lead LSAs and cover teaching

We are fortunate to have four Lead LSAs (Lead Learning Support Assistants) in this 
school, who all take a significant role in the provision of support to our children. For 
example, the Lead LSAs provide pastoral support, the nurture group, EAL groups, 
Young Carers, Language Link groups, Dynamo maths assessments, behaviour 
support, attendance support and a range of other individual and group 
interventions. 

However, as part of their role, Lead LSAs also cover lessons for absent teachers, 
often at very short notice. This means that, sometimes, it is not possible for them 
to be able to carry out their other duties. Please bear with us on these occasions: 
we always try to catch up as quickly as we can.  



The Buckinghamshire Local Offer

Buckinghamshire Local Authority has a 
useful web page which not only sets 
out their local offer of support, but 
also contains links to many useful 
organisations and sources of support. 

There is general advice as well as 
specific suggestions for support. 

You could check out the Autism 
Toolbox for parents and carers or the 
services offered by Bucks SENDIAS, 
who provide free, confidential, 
impartial information, advice and 
support relating to SEND. 

https://familyinfo.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/send/
https://familyinfo.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/send/
https://familyinfo.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/send/autism-toolbox-parents-and-carers/
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/bucks-sendias-service/


All schools are required to share an annual SEND Information Report and their SEND policy with parents. Ours is on this page. We update the 
SEND information report each year and consult with parents.  Do let us know if anything is unclear or you have any questions.

SEND Information Report and the SEND Policy

https://www.wendover.bucks.sch.uk/web/special_educational_needs/637855


Levels of SEND
We have four levels of support for children with SEND. Children may move between levels, as their needs change. 

Children Adults supporting Documents Liaison with parents / carers Interventions beyond the 

classroom

SENDCo Role

Ordinarily Available 

Provision (OAP)
Children may or may not have a 

diagnosis

Children have needs that can be met 

by typical classroom practice

Most children are at this level of 

support

Classroom teachers

Learning Support Assistants

Lead Learning Support 

Assistants

As per the rest of the class Usual classroom 

communication 

Parents’ Consultation 

Evenings and reports

Usually not needed Oversight

Assess Plan Do 

Review by classroom 

teacher and LSA 

(APDR)

Children may or may not have a 

diagnosis

Children’s needs may not be being met 

by typical classroom practice and there 

are concerns

Some children are at this level of 

support

Classroom teachers

Learning Support Assistants

Lead Learning Support 

Assistants

Assess Plan Do Review plans 

created and managed by 

teachers

Usual classroom 

communication 

Parents’ Consultation 

Evenings and reports

Additional liaison with 

parents may be needed

Sometimes offered on a trial 

basis where there are 

concerns

May be involved

SEND Support Plan 

(SSP)
Children may or may not have a 

diagnosis

Children have needs that require 

adjustments beyond OAP

Some children are at this level of 

support

Classroom teachers

Learning Support Assistants

Lead Learning Support 

Assistants

External professionals may 

be involved

SEND Support Plans, created 

and managed by teachers 

and SEND Support Team. 

Usual classroom 

communication 

Parents’ Consultation 

Evenings and reports

Termly SEND Review 

meetings and SEND Review 

reports

Interventions from LSA team

Sometimes support from 

external professionals

Actively involved

Education and Health 

Care Plan (EHCP)
Children may or may not have a 

diagnosis

Children have complex needs that 

need a high level of support

A very few children are at this level of 

support

Classroom teachers

Learning Support Assistants

Lead Learning Support 

Assistants

External professionals may 

be involved

Education and Health Care 

Plan (EHCP), written by the 

LA, with parents and school

SEND Support Plans, created 

and managed by teachers 

and SEND Support Team. 

Usual classroom 

communication 

Parents’ Consultation 

Evenings and reports

Termly SEND Review 

meetings and SEND Review 

reports

Annual Review meeting for 

EHCP

Interventions from LSA team

Sometimes support from 

external professionals

Actively involved



Service Support (RAF)
Mrs Ria Austin is our Service Support Assistant. In addition to her work in 
classrooms, she works 1:1 with all RAF children, increasing support 
around times of difficulty, e.g. deployment, social and emotional issues.  

She also runs regular lunches for groups of service children and their 
friends, as well as other events, e.g. the Year 6 wellbeing course, Little 
Troopers events and craft sessions, where children make items to send to 
family members who they don’t see very often. 

Parents are invited to a half-termly informal meeting with Mrs Austin. 
This term, they are joint meetings with parents from John Hampden 
School.
2:30 on Monday 30 June 2025 at our school.  

Do come along and meet some new faces. 



SENDCo Parent meetings
We offer a termly meeting with the SENDCo, in addition to the termly meeting with the class teacher.  

We offer time slots at SEND meetings via the ‘school cloud:’ this is the same system that parents use to book Parents’ Evening 
Consultations. Parents are able to choose their own time slots. If the meeting is in school time, we can try to arrange for your
child to be present at the meeting. 

This term, we are holding the meetings across three weeks, to enable parents to have the widest possible availability. 

Dates for SEND Meetings Summer Term 2025:
• Monday 16 June 2025 to Friday 4 July 2025

Dates for SEND meetings for parents of children new to the school
• Tuesday 15 July 2025 – afternoon
• Wednesday 16 July 2025 – afternoon

• Please contact the School Office on admin@wendoverjunior.co.uk to make a booking. 

mailto:admin@wendoverjunior.co.uk


SEND Support Plans
All children with SEND support or EHCPs  have an individualised SEND Support Plan. The plans describe the 
support offered to the children. These are issued and reviewed termly. 

SEND Support Plans are live documents and often change as the children’s needs change. 

A draft version is sent home near the start of term and a reviewed version is sent home, along with the SEND 
Review form, at the end of term. 

At the end of the term, we also send home a SEND Review Report, which summarises the support given for the 
whole term and includes other information, e.g. the child’s views. 

Examples of the format of the SEND Support Plan and the SEND Review Report are on the following pages. 



















How we support children with SEND
We aim to support children in classrooms as much as possible, so that they benefit from contact with the teacher 
and the other children. Therefore, we only take children out of class for a small range of interventions or support 
activities. For example, you might find that your child comes out for one or more of the following:

• Nessy – a computer package that teaches / practises phonics skills for reading and spelling. Several times a 
week. 1:1 per computer, but may be carried out in a group

• Dynamo - a computer package that teaches / practises maths skills.  Several times a week. 1:1 per computer, 
but may be carried out in a group

• 1:1 reading with an adult – frequent reading practice with an adult to build confidence and fluency
• Language Link - weekly small-group sessions of focused language activities
• Pre-teach vocabulary – a small group who learn vocabulary before the rest of the class and work on 

meanings and spellings 
• A social skills group or activity – a group of children who focus on a particular skill
• The Zones of regulation – 1:1 or small group work on understanding and managing feelings

Note that not all of these interventions will run every term. 



Meet the SEND team – events coming soon

We regularly hold Meet the SEND team events. The next ones are:

9:00 Thursday 17 July 2025

The Meet the SEND teams events are an informal chat with SEND team staff, including the RAF 
Service Support Assistant. Where possible, the SENDCo or other members of the team will support 
parents with individual queries.

Please let us know if you would like to attend this event: send an email to 
admin@wendoverjunior.co.uk. 

The event lasts for about half an hour. Tea / coffee and biscuits are provided. 

mailto:admin@wendoverjunior.co.uk

